THJHA Contests: How to Be a Winner
The Tar Heel Junior Historian Association encourages the study of local and state history.

The North Carolina Museum of History sponsors an annual competition as a way for club

members to share what they have learned about North Carolina’s history and culture.

Winning projects are exhibited in the North Carolina Museum of History. The Tar Heel

Junior Historian Association Gallery opened in October 1995 for this purpose and was

updated in 2011. It is the only permanent gallery in the nation designated for displaying

the accomplishments of junior historians. Projects remain on display until the following

year’s THJHA Annual Convention. News releases announcing contest results are sent to

local newspapers. Historical and preservation-oriented organizations publicly recognize

the hard work of junior historians by sponsoring some of the special awards and essay

contests. These awards honor THJHA projects that reflect the mission or purpose of the

awarding organization.

Each contest is judged before the THJHA Annual Convention (which is held in the

spring), except for the Exhibit/Art Contest, which is judged at the convention. All contest

winners receive certificates and prizes at the Awards Ceremony held during the

convention.

Each contest has its own set of requirements and rules that must be followed in order for

a project to qualify for competition. Advisers: Please share the requirements in this

handbook with your junior historians! Junior historians work hard on these projects,

and it is disappointing to the students, and to THJHA, when a project must be

disqualified from competition or have points deducted for technical reasons.

All of the THJHA contests use the same entry form, which can be found at the end of this

handbook. Please make copies of the entry form for each student participating in the

THJHA contests. Every project or essay should have an entry form.

General Contest Requirements
All projects must relate to North Carolina history. Projects failing to meet this

requirement will be automatically disqualified.

All work must be completed by students themselves, with the exception of typing or

using dangerous tools such as band saws or soldering irons.

Individual entries are the work of one student without the assistance of any other club

members. To meet the criteria of an individual entry, all portions of the project must

solely be the work of one student.

To meet the criteria of a group entry, projects must be the combined efforts of two

or more club members.
