THJH Historical Essay Contest

2012 Question

Elementary Division, Grades 4–5

To enter the 2012 THJH Historical Essay Contest, write an essay based on the following situation. Requirements for entering your essay:

_ Between 250 and 500 words in length

_ Typewritten, in double-spaced format

_ Annotated bibliography citing all sources, including the Internet

_ Use of at least one primary and two secondary sources

_ Student name and club name on each page submitted

It is August 1814. The young United States is at war with Great Britain, and the British are headed to Washington, D.C. North Carolina native Dolley Payne Madison is the wife of President James Madison.

Write a short account for a North Carolina newspaper that describes what happens when British soldiers arrive in the nation’s capital. Describe, as well, some of the preparations that the First Lady, her staff, and others might have made before leaving the White House or city. Be sure to include brief background information about why the War of 1812 is being fought, how some of the state’s citizens feel about the conflict, and the effects of the war on the state and its citizens.

Please note: Each essay must include an annotated bibliography listing all references used. Internet resources, if used, should be cited in a similar format to that used for printed resources, with electronic addresses of sites as supplementary information. Any essay with information copied directly from sources without using proper quotations will be disqualified.

