Notes on Bibliographies and Primary Sources

Annotated Bibliography
Contest entries should list only those sources that contributed to the development of the entry. Visual materials and oral interviews must be included. The annotations for each source must explain how the student used the source and how it helped them understand their topic. The following is an example of an annotated bibliography entry:

Miller, Lee. Roanoke: Solving the Mystery of the Lost Colony. London,

England: Penguin Books Ltd., 2000.

Lee Miller explores different theories about what happened to the Lost

Colony. Her book was important because she explained the theory of Simon

Fernandez’s possible sabotage, and this made me aware of other possible theories as to what happened to the colonists.
Official Style Guides

Several standard styles are acceptable. Regardless of the choice, the style must be consistent throughout a contest entry. Other style examples: Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 5th edition.
Primary Sources

What Is a Primary Source?

A primary source is an account created by someone who participated in or witnessed an event or something that was produced during the time period of the event. Primary sources can include newspapers, magazines, diaries, letters, speeches, drawings, photographs, cartoons, yearbooks, posters, signs, oral histories, and memoirs.
Why Are Primary Sources Important?

Primary sources reveal personal information rarely contained in books. They offer students a direct link to the lives of people in the past According to the National Archives and Records Administration, students encounter important historical concepts and develop valuable analytical skills by using primary sources.

Students sometimes see history as a series of facts, dates, and events, usually packaged in a textbook. As they use primary sources, they begin to view textbooks as historical 51 interpretations. They realize that any account of an event, no matter how impartial the presentation, is essentially subjective.

This Web page can help you decide the difference between primary and secondary sources: www.nhd.org/images/uploads/AResearchRoadmap.pdf.

