North Carolina Historic Architecture Photography Contest

Buildings of various styles dot the landscape of North Carolina. From rustic country barns to skyscrapers, these structures reveal much about the people who live and work in this state. Architectural styles serve as visible records of our past.

This contest is designed to introduce young people to basic photography techniques, to help them acquire an appreciation for architecture within their community and state, and to illustrate the value of photographic documentation as a research tool.

The following six categories are used for entries:

• “houses”

• “architectural details”—for example, doors, woodwork, gates, or decorations and ornamentation

• “barns and outbuildings”

• “institutional or public buildings”—for example, hospitals, courthouses, churches, or schools

• “industrial or commercial buildings”—for example, railway depots, banks, factories, warehouses, or marketplaces

• “Civil War markers and monuments”—for example, battlefield monuments, cemetery markers, and statues

N.C. Historic Architecture Photography Contest Rules and Requirements

• Photography contest entries must be submitted by individual club members. No group entries are accepted.

• A club member is allowed a maximum of two entries. Students may choose any combination of categories or enter two photographs in the same category.

• Subjects of all photographs must be located in North Carolina and be at least 50 years old. **Subjects in the Civil War markers and monuments category may be located outside the state but must have a North Carolina connection.**

• Selection of the photo subject, setup, taking of the photograph, and composition should all by done by the junior historian. All work must be solely their own.

• Photographs must be black and white. Do not submit Polaroid-style photographs or color photographs.

• A 5-by-7- or an 8-by-10-inch format is required for the photograph. Photographs cannot be larger than 8-by-10.

• Digital photography is acceptable, as long as the actual entry is a black and white print. If the photograph is taken with a digital camera, please save the file; after the award announcements, winners will be asked to e-mail the digital file to the program coordinator.
• Do not frame or mount the photograph.

• If the photograph is of an architectural detail, an overall view of the subject structure should be included. The overall view will not be judged. It should be attached with the written information.
Include a label on the back of the photograph with the following information:

• Student name

• Club name, school or organization name, adviser name

• Category entered—“houses,” for example

• Date that the photo was taken

Attach photograph, THJHA Contest Entry Form, and the following with a paper clip (to protect the photograph, a small strip of sturdy paper should be folded over the top edges of the documents and photo to serve as a support for the paper clip):

• A paragraph on the historical significance of the subject, including name, location, and any other known information about the structure (for example, architect, builder, construction date, architectural style, and the sources of this information)

• Annotated bibliography

N.C. Historic Architecture Photography Contest Judging Information

• Elementary, intermediate, and secondary entries are judged together.

• Professionals in historic preservation and photography will judge the entries. The photographs will be judged on overall quality, suitability of subject matter, and evidence of historical significance.

