Literary Contest

The Literary Contest encourages young people to conduct research, verify facts, collect

data, interview individuals, organize notes, and prepare well-written projects.

The following are examples of possible entries:

• research papers

• creative writing

• historical reporting

• imaginary diaries

• songs or ballads

• pamphlets

• oral histories

• plays, poetry, or short stories

• scrapbooks

Literary Contest Rules and Requirements

• A club is allowed a maximum of two entries: two individual entries, two group entries, or one of each. Advisers may sponsor intraclub competitions early in the year.

This is a good way to select projects to send to the statewide competition and to get students’ creative juices flowing!

• Entries in the Literary Contest must include an annotated bibliography with at least one primary and two secondary sources. Internet sources, if used, should be cited in a similar format to that used for printed resources, with electronic addresses of sites as supplementary information. Any project with information copied directly from sources without using proper quotations will be disqualified.

• If including photographs in a project, we suggest using copies instead of risking damage to the originals. Photocopies are acceptable.

• Entries should include no more than 20 pages.

• Project pages should measure 8½-by-11-inches or 12-by-12-inches.

• Include student and club names on each page.

Literary Contest Judging Information

A panel of three judges will review entries and select the winning projects. A maximum

of 100 points may be awarded.

Literary projects will demonstrate the historical significance of the topic—events,

persons, structures, or activities—pertinent to the study of North Carolina’s state or local

history. Research conducted should use respected and recognized historical resources.

These resources can include—but are not limited to—publications, oral histories,

photographs, or documents.
