Exhibit/Art Contest

The Exhibit/Art Contest offers students an opportunity to express their understanding of

history in an artistic form. Use of authentic processes in creating projects is encouraged.

The following are examples of possible entries:

• drawings and paintings

• sculptures

• three-dimensional scale models

• folklife reproductions, such as household items, clothing, musical instruments, wood carvings, or quilts

• dioramas of events, personalities, buildings, or legends

Exhibit Contest Rules and Requirements

General:

• A club is allowed a maximum of two entries: two individual entries, two group entries, or one of each. Advisers may sponsor intraclub competitions early in the year.

This is a good way to select projects to send to the statewide competition and to get students’ creative juices flowing!

Size:

• Due to the exhibit case size in the THJHA gallery, entries in this contest must not exceed the following:

Maximum dimensions for projects and backdrops or bases: 24 inches wide, 24 inches long, and 24 inches high.

• Projects should be lightweight and portable, with a maximum weight of 30 pounds.

• Projects exceeding these measurements will be disqualified. Projects must be measured as they are to be displayed. **Quilts and clothing reproductions are not restricted to these size limits; however, should they win, the entries may be folded or otherwise arranged for display in the THJHA gallery.

Materials:

• No foodstuffs may be used as part of the entry.

• All materials that are a part of the entry must be attached securely to the model or drawing. No loose dirt, sand, gravel, or other unattached materials may be used.

• Include project title, student name, club name, and project category on a 4-by-6-inch index card attached to the project.

Documentation: All projects must include a written or typed research paper, not to exceed one page, documenting the historical significance of the subject. Projects entered in this category are judged not only on the quality of the project but also on this historical documentation. Please be sure that the paper relates to the overall subject of the project and is not about the art project itself. For example, if the project is a model of a historic house, the paper should be on the history of the house and not the making of the model.
• Include an annotated bibliography with at least one primary and two secondary sources. Internet sources, if used, should be cited in a similar format to that used for printed resources, with electronic addresses of sites as supplementary information.

Any project with information copied directly from sources without using proper quotations will be disqualified.

• Students are encouraged to include photographs of them working on the project as part of their display or to submit such photographs along with the project. They may incorporate some historical information into their project display, as well. If a project is selected as a winner and is displayed in the gallery, this material will help visitors understand the historical significance of the project and the process used to create the exhibit.

• Send the research paper, annotated bibliography, and the Contest Entry Form to THJHA by Friday, March 2, 2012. The projects themselves will be judged during the THJHA Annual Convention.

Exhibit Contest Judging Information

• A panel of three judges will review entries and select the winning projects. A maximum of 100 points may be awarded.

• Art/Exhibit projects will demonstrate the historical significance of the topic—events, persons, structures, or activities—pertinent to the study of North Carolina’s state or local history. Research conducted should use respected and recognized historical resources. These resources can include—but are not limited to—publications, oral histories, photographs, or documents.

• This contest awards points for neatness, precision, and attention to detail in the finished project. In art projects, it recognizes and awards accuracy in measurement, quality of reproduction, and neatness of work.

