Artifact Search Contest

An artifact is any object made by human beings. Artifacts tell us about people, culture, and technology at different times throughout history. All junior historians are invited to discover the heritage of North Carolina through a statewide search for artifacts that tell the story of the state’s past.

Artifact Search Contest Rules and Requirements

• Artifact Search Contest entries must be submitted by individual club members. No group entries are accepted.

• Club members may submit a maximum of one entry each.

• Artifacts must be the personal property of an individual and not the property of a public institution such as a museum, historical society, or library.

• Artifacts photographed from books or found at online sites such as eBay do not qualify for the contest.

• Do not send the artifacts themselves.

• Take a photograph or make a drawing of the artifact. If the photograph is taken with a digital camera, please save the file; after the award announcements, winners will be asked to e-mail the digital file to the program coordinator.

• Do not mount the drawings or photographs to paper or cardboard.

• Complete the Analyzing an Artifact sheet (pages 12 and 13), including an annotated bibliography. If students wish to type their responses, please copy and paste the questions from the Analyzing an Artifact sheet to ensure they do not leave out information.

• Attach the drawing or photograph and the Analyzing an Artifact sheet with a paper clip to a completed THJHA Contest Entry Form.

• Put student and club names on each page submitted, including the backs of photographs and drawings.

Artifact Search Contest Judging Information

• Elementary, intermediate, and secondary entries are judged together.

• The completed Analyzing an Artifact sheet should demonstrate observation, research, and critical thinking.

• The entry should include an annotated bibliography documenting research about the artifact.
