American Revolution Historical Essay Contest

2012 Question

Elementary Division, Grades 4–5

To enter the 2012 American Revolution Historical Essay Contest, write an essay based on the following situation. Requirements for your essay:

_ Between 250 and 500 words in length

_ Typewritten, in double-spaced format

_ Annotated bibliography citing all sources, including the Internet

_ Use of at least one primary and two secondary sources

_ Student name and club name on each page submitted

Imagine that you are the son or daughter of a North Carolina delegate to the Continental Congress of 1776. Your father has rented a house in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, so that you, your mother, brothers, and sisters can stay with him while he serves in the Congress.

Every evening, he speaks with the family about his experiences. In your journal, or in a letter to a friend, write about how your father and the rest of the family feel about the fight for independence.

Does your father think the colonies should separate themselves from Great Britain? Why or why not? Have you seen a copy of the Declaration of Independence? What has your father told you about this document? Do you believe independence will be good for the people of North Carolina? Why or why not?

Please note: Each essay must include an annotated bibliography listing all references used. Internet resources, if used, should be cited in a similar format to that used for printed resources, with electronic addresses of sites as supplementary information. Any essay with information copied directly from sources without using proper quotations will be disqualified.

